
Spelling Rules: -ible, -able, -ibly and -ably 

The suffixes -able and -ible are used to create adjectives.  

The suffixes -ably and -ibly are used to create adverbs.  

-able 

-able is almost (but not always) attached to a root word. If you can hear a complete word 

before the suffix, it’s likely that you need to use -able.  

Examples: Reason = reasonable   understand = understandable 

 

-able is also used with words that can also have the suffix -ation 

Examples: Adoration —- adorable   consideration —- considerable 

 

When the -able suffix is added to words ending in -ce or -ge, the e must be kept.  

Examples: Change = changeable   notice = noticeable  

The rest of the time, you would usually take the e out.  

Examples: Argue = arguable     debate = debatable  

When -able is added to words ending in y, the y must be changed to an i.  

Examples: Rely = reliable     vary = variable  

 

Sometimes we need to double a consonant before we add -able. This happens when the last 

syllable is stressed and where the last two letters are vowel followed by consonant.  

Examples: Forget = forget t able   regret = re gret t able 

-ible  

 

-ible is common if a complete root word cannot be heard.  

Examples: Possible     horrible 

Common Exceptions to the rules! 

We can hear a complete root word at the start of these, but they end in -ible, not -able: 

Sensible   accessible   flexible    

collapsible   reducible   responsible 

These words end in e (and not ce or ge) but don’t drop it like they should:  

Saleable  hireable  sizeable  likeable 

 nameable  

 

 

 



 


